The Apostle Paul led young Timothy to the Lord. He Mentored him in the true Gospel. He saw him grow in the Lord and eventually become the Pastor of the Church in Ephesus, and Timothy was there when Paul was drug away in chains. Paul says in 2 Timothy that he remembers his tears. The book of Acts ends with the Apostle Paul under house arrest in Rome, but after a couple of years he got back out and did more ministry. Later he was arrested again, but this time the situation had got much worse. The emperor Nero  had burned Rome and blamed the Christians. Then the Christians were being pursued and persecuted with a new and even greater fervor. They were hated. They were hunted. They were  publicly put to death. Then the Apostle Paul himself was captured. Presumably Timothy was there to witness this arrest and that is what Paul was referring to in 2 Timothy when he says that he remembers Timothy's tears for him. 

It was in this dungeon of a prison that Paul wrote the letter of 2 Timothy. Tradition holds that he was held in what is called the Mamortine Prison. The  Mamortine was nothing more than an old abandoned Cistern that had been turned into a dungeon. It was a 30 foot wide hole cut into solid rock that hold up to 30 men at a time. There was only one entrance, which was a hole, about 2 to 3 foot wide in the ceiling. Now there was a second door that could be lifted up, but it didn't lead out into the fresh air. It opened up to allow sewage to run in. Supposedly they would make room for new prisoners by executing all of the old ones. They would do this by opening to door to the sewer allowing the cistern to fill with sewage drowning the criminals in the process. They would then flush the pit out along with all the dead bodies to make room for more prisoners. 

Now, Paul was not killed in this fashion. It's not sure whether it was because of Paul's status as a Roman citizen or because they wanted to make a specific example out of him because he was the most prominent leader of the Christian movement in Rome. So they took Paul out of the pit and had him beheaded. However, before they had him killed, Paul wrote his last letter. Inspired by the Holy Spirit he wrote 2 Timothy. It can be justly be called his last will and testament. He was passing on his legacy. 

I wonder, at the end of my life, what will be that most important thing for me to pass on to my loved ones. What will be the one thing I want to make sure they will carry on with after I am gone. Well today we are going to see exactly what that was for Paul. 

The main theme of 2 Timothy is simply that Paul wanted his Spiritual son Timothy to be faithful in preaching the Gospel and not to back down from it, even in the face of persecution.

2 Timothy 1

1:1-1:5 

Greetings, I'm praying for you. I miss you.

1:6-2:13

Be bold and unashamed of the Gospel in the face 



of persecutions


2 Timothy 2

2:14 -2:26 
Don't even entertain slight variations of the 



Gospel

2 Timothy 3

3:1 - 3:9

Beware of the False teachers

3:10 – 3:17
Continue in the Clear Gospel without derivation.

2 Timothy 4

4:1 – 4:5 
Preach the Word, even when no one else does.

4:6 – 4:8

My time on earth is almost done.

4:9 – 4:22
Come see me soon, and Final Greetings

KEY VERSE:

2 Timothy 4:2 (ESV)

preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.

Share  the Gospel.

